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On Friday, September 11th, our school began the day as we do most, together in prayer at 
our daily Community Meeting. Each one of these daily gatherings includes communal 
prayer that allows us to focus our morning thoughts upon the generous and merciful 
love that our Lord provides to each of us. On this particular day, we ended our 
Community Meeting with a moment of silence for all those affected by the tragedy that 
struck our nation on 9-11-01. While some may find reflective moments such as this to be 
difficult and filled with sadness, I often find myself centering my thoughts on how the 
unifying spirit of our many community events begin with prayerful support and how 
those prayers inspire action. At SFdS, we are grateful for those who toss stones of 
support and how their efforts impel the ripples of positive change. This collective unity 
serves as a central piece of fabric within the tapestry of our community.  
 
On the afternoon of September 11th, our school used the cooperative spirit and positive 
energy of many, as a means to organize an educational celebration that recognized the 
determined and steady efforts of our young people during this past summer. Our annual 
Reading and Math Carnival once again provided an educationally festive backdrop that 
honors our students for completing their assigned summer reading and math work. I 
would like to thank the event’s committee chair, Tara Pieroni and all of the wonderful 
H.S.A. volunteers for making this event such a memorable celebration. 
 
Later that evening, our H.S.A. continued to toss its stones of support by hosting the first 
Pizza Night of this school year. This communal celebration serves as a family-friendly 
event that provides a relaxing and affordable evening that also provides fundraising 
support to our school.  I would like to thank the event’s committee chair, Jenni Perunko 
and all of the H.S.A. volunteers, who together made this evening such a success. 
 
After a rather festive Friday, Saturday offered me the unique opportunity to enjoy a 
rather moving ceremony. This time, I was on the personal end of receiving stones of 
support from another group within our community. On Saturday, September 12th, I 
attended a 4th Degree Knights of Columbus Ceremony in Annapolis that was led by the 
state chapter of this organization. Having been a Knight for nearly 8 years now, I was 
honored to complete my 4th Degree Ceremony on this day. It was very special to fulfill 
the final Degree with fellow Knights who collectively represented a wide range of active 
Catholic men from around the state (this particular class found 4 young Midshipmen 
from the USNA completing their 4th Degree alongside the Academy’s Catholic Chaplain). 
Yet, the unique and special part of the day was the personal encouragement offered by 
my fellow council Knights, Charles Dougherty and Tom Sample, who traveled to the 
western side of the shore to offer their fraternal support to me. Thank you gentlemen! 
 
It is groups like the H.S.A. and our parish’s council of the Knights of Columbus who 
continue to toss stones which impel the ripples of positive change in support of our 
community. We are truly blessed!  
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